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Workshop: Learn How to Make Beautiful Hazel Structures for your Garden

September 9, 2019
with Eoin Donnelly : Woodwright

on Sat 5th October

Registration : 10.30, tea and coffee available

€25; €45 for 2 .

Please bring your own packed lunch , secateurs, sharp knife, gloves, all weather wear and gum boots .

Day will finish with afternoon tea in the farm house at approx 4 pm.

Please phone Will Warham on 087 205 2266 or 053 91 38892 to book a place and get directions.






Ireland’s Tree of The Year 2019

August 2, 2019
The Tree Council of Ireland, in association with the Irish Tree Society, is searching for Ireland's Tree of the Year 2019. We are taking part in the annual European Tree of the Year competition, with Ireland's 2019 Tree of the Year being our nominee for that contest. We are giving you, the public, the opportunity to vote on which of our five nominees will take the honour of being named Ireland's Tree of the Year 2019, and will represent us in Europe.

Friday, August 18th is the deadline for voting. Follow this link to learn more and to vote http://treeoftheyear.ie/


Heritage Landscapes in the Urban Realm – NIHGT Conference

July 26, 2018
The programme for the 2018 Annual Conference of the Northern Ireland Heritage Gardens Trust (NIHGT) has now been published. The event will be held in Armagh from 4-6 October. Please see attached. We’re delighted that once again the conference has an excellent line up of speakers from Ireland and Britain who will be able deliver a wide range of interesting presentations of the conference theme of ‘Heritage Landscapes in the Urban Realm’. I’m also particular pleased that there will be a significant focus on trees and woodlands.

Download flyer (10mb)

Further details of the conference can also be found on the NIHGT website:

http://www.nihgt.org/events/6/thurs-4-oct-2018_26th+annual+conference/


Root Plate of Russborough Lime Tree

November 20, 2017
The attached photo could be of interest to visitors to the ITS website. It is the root plate of one of the lime trees planted at the time Russborough was built, mid 18th C. which stood on the entrance drive until toppled by Hurricane Ophelia in October. The scale is most impressive, (and has not been photoshopped!).


New Newsletter

June 8, 2017
The editor, Charles Horton, is currently finalising the latest Newsletter which records our work and our outings. It will be issued to paid-up members in July. Its contents will include accounts and images on the following topics-

Editor’s Welcome

Annual General Meeting & Membership

Excursion to Rome and beyond

Visits to Irish Arboreta

Annual Lecture 2016

ITS Website

Web Sites

New Publications

Presentation Tree 2016

Report by Aubrey Fennell

Dates for your Diary

Photo Gallery


Scots Pine is Irish Through and Through  – a comment

July 27, 2016
Members may wish to visit the site of the Scots pine discovered by Prof. Fraser Mitchell and his students (Dr Jenni Roche and Alwynne McGeever) in Co. Clare. The link provided in the brief news item (to Journal of Biogeography – a full account of the discovery) identifies the location explicitly as Rockforest, Co. Clare: so it is not secret. Rockforest is located immediately W of the Gort to Corofin road, S of Lough Bunny, and the Scots pine stand is SW of Rockforest Lough. The mature pine trees grow on open limestone pavement, I am informed by Prof. Mitchell: “you have to fight though some blackthorn scrub to get to it – so wear a thick coat!”. It is possibly misleading if you see pine trees on deeper soil adjacent to Rockforest House, where they are intermingled with larch and fir – planted, of course: this is not the site investigated. The mature, presumptively native, pine trees are SW of this plantation, growing in grikes on the pavement, evidently not planted and in a “rather impenetrable area due to blackthorn scrub” and without any other conifer species. Unpublished preliminary genetic analysis by Dr Colin Kelleher (National Botanic Gardens) indicates that these pine trees “differ from elsewhere”.

I am grateful to Prof. Mitchell for this enlightenment.

Two images of the Scots pine stand, courtesy of Dr Colin Kelleher, are attached. They are evidently taken in winter: blackthorn shrubs leafless and pavement somewhat flooded.

Jim White 20.7.2016




Introduction to the report of Royal Scottish Arboricultural Society Excursion to Ireland 1897

July 27, 2016
About 110 members of the Royal Scottish Arboricultural Society, established in 1854 (since 1930 the Royal Scottish Forestry Society), visited several notable collections of trees in Ireland during the latter part of August 1897. Initially, they spent four days within 100km of Dublin, then four days in the Killarney area and in West Cork. The report is notable chiefly for its careful account of the sizes of trees, commonly listing height, girth and crown spread, with some estimates (or, for younger trees, more certain records) of tree age: in the Phoenix Park, and in the collections at Powerscourt, Charleville, Killruddery, Coolattin, Trinity College Botanic Gardens, Hamwood, and Carton. These records may be the earliest printed records of the sizes of trees in these places, and are of historical interest: several trees undoubtedly survive today, and may probably be revisited from the careful descriptions of their locations. Indeed, the extensive accounts (62 pages on the Dublin region) are remarkably informative, not least for their social commentaries.

One may admire, if not perhaps emulate, the activity of the participants: staying at the Gresham Hotel, they visited both Trinity Botanic Gardens and the RDS in Ballsbridge (starting at 06.00) before leaving the city (on “a dozen of well-horsed and commodious brakes”) for Carton and Hamwood at 09.00! Another day, they departed Dublin at 08.00 by train for Bray, thence to see three great gardens of Wicklow. A special train to Shillelagh was provided for their visit to Coolattin, a place – some 100 years later – of inspiration to the nascent Irish Tree Society, as Thomas Pakenham has recorded in The Company of Trees. This is, unquestionably, a vivid account of a well-informed excursion to see specimen trees, with commentaries on the scenery of estates and countryside. The vagaries of taxonomic nomenclature may be initially confusing: for example, Abies Douglasii = Pseudostuga menziesii, Abies pectinata = A. alba, Araucaria imbricata = A. araucana, Pinus insignis = P. radiata, and others; but the current names are easily detectable by a quick Google search.

Read the report


Scots Pine is Irish Through and Through

July 19, 2016
Botanists from Trinity College Dublin have re-written Ireland’s natural history books by discovering that Scots pine trees are in fact native to the country, and that they have been thriving in County Clare for thousands of years.

Read more on TCD.ie


Guardian Article Reporting on Ash dieback and the Borer Beetle

April 19, 2016
The Guardian Article reporting on ash dieback and the borer beetle http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/mar/23/ash-dieback-and-beetle-attack-likely-to-wipe-out-all-ash-trees-in-uk-and-europe


BBC Article – Ancient woodland losses ‘not accounted for’, say campaigners

March 5, 2014
Please click on the link below to read the article.

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-26340039
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